Comparison/Contrast paper--  “King of the Bingo Game”    “The Enormous Radio”   “Shooting an Elephant” “Marrakech”   “Born of Man and Woman”  “A Hanging”  “Temptation”  “First Confession”  “Scarlet Ibis”

Purpose: compare or contrast two of the three essays you have read.  Make clear to the reader that you are using comparison or contrast to prove a point and which basis (qualities) you are discussing.  If your reader already knows a lot about the items you are comparing or contrasting (and he does), spend less time pointing out similarities or differences and more time on your reasons for making them.

Paper must have at least 4 comparisons (similarities) or 4 contrasts (differences).  Can you compare and contrast in the same paper?   Yes

Qualities (basis) to compare or contrast: Elements (symbol, irony, themes, character, conflicts, etc.)

Your thesis statement does 3 things:  1. names the subjects (essays and authors) being compared/contrasted






2. establishes the basis for the comparison/contrast






3. indicates what you are trying to demonstrate or prove

Methods--

· Point by point--Every time you say something about A,  say something about B. In the same sentence, the sentence immediately following it, or in the paragraph immediately following it.

· Block--Put all your material about A in the first part of your paper, and then put all of your material 


     about B in the second part.

Paragraph 1.   Introduction


Name the essays and authors being compared or contrasted and the basis (your thesis statement) for the comparison and contrast (qualities you’re going to compare or contrast).

Paragraph 2.  






First comparison or contrast

Don’t just mention the comparisons or contrasts






                    discuss or give examples of them.
Paragraph 3.


Second comparison or contrast

Paragraph 4


Third comparison or contrast

It’s not enough to state--the man in ‘Bingo” and Irene in 






“Radio” are alike--you must explain how or give examples to 






support your statement
Paragraph 5




Fourth comparison or contrast



Paragraph 6


Conclusion--After you have discussed the two essays , you are ready to pull together the various details of your comparison/contrast and reemphasize your purpose



