In-class Essay Questions

With your partner, please answer THREE of the following essay questions in MLA, double-spaced, typed format.  Use SPECIFIC EXAMPLES to justify your responses.  
1)  Tolkien, like C.S. Lewis, is often thought of for his religious allegories.  How might the ring be symbolic in terms of religion?  How might Gandalf be symbolic?  How might the troupe of dwarves be symbolic?  What could these things represent from a religious perspective?  

2)  Contrast the attitudes/ideas/actions of Bilbo and Thorin regarding the treasure.  What does each character want to do?  What is each willing to sacrifice to keep the treasure?  With whom do you agree?  
3)  Titles are very important to any work of literature.  Tolkien’s title is simply The Hobbit, while Bilbo’s writing of the story is called “There and Back Again: A Hobbit’s Tale.”  What is the significance of these differing titles?  Why might Bilbo call it one thing while Tolkien calls it another?

4) The structure of a story typically takes the form of a pyramid.  The action builds to reach the climax and then there is a return to normalcy.  What would you say is the climax (moment of resolution) of The Hobbit?

5) The Hobbit was written and published during the upstart of World War II.  How has this affected the theme?  Is the story an allegorical story of WWII, and if so, please explain.

6) At the end of the tale, Bilbo is faced with a moral dilemma.  Believing that Bard and his men are deserving of part of the treasure, he offers them the Arkenstone as a bargaining chip to use against his own men.  Does this make Bilbo a double-crosser?  To whom is Bilbo faithful?  Where do his alliances lie?

7) Joseph Campbell says, “A hero is someone who has given his or her life to something bigger than oneself.”  Does Bilbo Baggins fit this definition?  Does his character evolve to eventually fit this definition?  
8) Early on, Bilbo is completely reliant on the ring.  By the end, however, he is not.  Trapped inside the tunnel with his troupe, he glances at his ring and decides that he does not need it—they were all equally invisible in the dark.  While the others are terrified of being trapped in the tunnel, it is said that “Bilbo felt a strange lightening of his heart, as if a heavy weight had gone from under his waistcoat.”  Analyze and explain the progression of Bilbo’s growing faithfulness throughout the book.  

