Hobbit writing selections:
Essay Options

1.) Many have called The Hobbit a religious allegory (moral story).  What specific examples support this claim?  What characters can be viewed as religious characters?  

2.)  The Hobbit was written and published during the upstart of World War II.  How has this affected the theme?  Is the story an allegorical story of World War II, and if so, please explain.

3.)  At the end of the tale, Bilbo is faced with a moral dilemma.  Believing that Bard and his men are deserving of a part of the treasure, he offers them the Arkenstone as a bargaining chip to use against his own men.  Does this make Bilbo a double-crosser?  To whom is Bilbo faithful?  Where do his alliances lie?

4.) In Tolkein’s essay “On Fairy Tales” he defends the legitimacy of fantastical tales, noting that they offer “recovery, escape, and consolation” for humanity.  Samuael Taylor Coleridge viewed fantasy stories “as a means to liberate readers from stale, habitual perceptions—from a world that has become dead matter” (Green 23).  In your opinion, what purpose does The Hobbit serve? 

5.)  Joseph Campbell says, “A hero is someone who has given his or her life to something bigger than oneself.”  Does Bilbo Baggins fit this definition?  Does his character evolve to eventually fit this definition?  Give specific examples of support.

6.) Early on, Bilbo is completely reliant on the ring.  By the end, however, he is not.  Trapped inside the tunnel with his troupe he glances at his ring and decides that he does not need it—that they were all equally invisible in the dark.  While the others are terrified of being trapped in the tunnel, it is said that “Bilbo felt a strange lightening of the heart, as if a heavy weight had gone from under his waistcoat.”  Analyze and explain the progression of Bilbo’s growing faithfulness throughout the book. 

     7)    Characterization can be derived from narration, dialogue (the character speaking 



Or others speaking to or about him).   Choose three characters from the story, 
giving
internal characterization using support from the story.


First, describe them in your own way…then give lines (quotations) from the story 
to support what you’ve said.
