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March 2, 2020 

Good afternoon, SACS families.  

In coordination with the Allen County Department of Health (ACDH), Southwest Allen 
County Schools (SACS) is closely monitoring the 2019 novel coronavirus, COVID-19, 
globally, as well as any impact it may have locally. With no reported COVID-19 cases in 
Indiana at this time, the immediate health risk is considered low. SACS will continue to look 
to ACDH for guidance or actions, as necessary, to prevent and address this health related 
issue in our schools. 

Our district monitors health issues closely and has existing protocol in place designed to 
prevent the spread of any contagious virus in schools. In addition to our standard cleaning 
procedures that includes daily sanitizing of surfaces and objects frequently touched, we 
also provide additional opportunities for students and staff to wash their hands throughout 
the school day. But just as is recommended for other viral infections, people can protect 
themselves and others by practicing everyday actions: 

 Stay home if you are sick; 
 Cover your nose and mouth when coughing and sneezing; 
 Clean hands with soap and water frequently or use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer 

if soap and water are not available. A guide when and how to wash your hands is 
available here https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/ 

 Avoid close contact with people who are sick; 
 If not already vaccinated – get your flu shot. 

Further information is available at the ACDH website https://www.allencountyhealth.com/. 

As with any potential threat to the health, safety and well-being of our students and staff, 
SACS works closely with community partners to take appropriate precautions. We will 
continue to cooperate and communicate with the ACDH and inform our families of any 
additional public health recommendations.  

Thank you,  
Dr. Phil Downs, Superintendent 
Southwest Allen County Schools 


